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administrative position as essential to the success
of his policy. Meanwhile the need had become
urgent that he should resume the practice of his
profession to provide for his family. It was not
in his nature, however, to leave the front when a
battle was coming on, and, although he gave early
notice of his intention so that Washington should
have ample time to look about for his successor,
the resignation was not to become effective until
Congress had met and shown its temper. Accord-
ing to Jefferson, Washington once remarked to
him that he supposed Hamilton "had fixed on the
latter part of next session to give an opportunity to
Congress to examine into his conduct." Although
Hamilton had made up his mind to retire, he in-
tended to march out with flying colors, as became
the victor on a hard-fought field. So far, he had
met and beaten all enemies who had dared to
assail his honor; he meant to beat them again if
they renewed the attack, and he had word that
one encounter was coming more formidable than
any before.
Hamilton's success in carrying his measures
through Congress, by sheer dexterity of manage-
ment when numbers were against him, added
intense bitterness to the natural chagrin felt by